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A TOUR OF THE COLLEGE GROUNDS

The task of transforming the 3.2 hectares surrounding the College building fell virtually to one man,
Frederick Dye, and talented head gardeners and staff have continued his work to this day. The gardens of the
Armidale Teachers’ College are formal in design with sweeping lawns, feature trees and numerous geometrical
garden beds of annual flowering plants. Such gardens are typical of Australian gardens in the 19th and early
20th Century, but are increasingly rare because of changing tastes and the labour intensive nature of
maintaining gardens of this calibre.

THE WAR MEMORIAL GATES
College Principal, C.B. Newling officially opened the Memorial Gates
in 1949. All costs were contributed by students and ex-students. The
gates were made by the Cyclone Company, ironwork designed by J.S.
Naylor of Armidale and granite posts supplied by Vic Melvaine of Uralla.
Red limestone pieces from Kempsey were set into the walls. Armidale
builder, Frank Nott was in charge of the construction.

THE ELM DRIVEWAY
The avenue of elm trees leading from the Memorial Gates to the
main building were part of the original driveway leading to the
Armidale Gaol which existed on this site from 1863-1928 after being
gazetted in 1859. A rosemary hedge for remembrance is planted
alongside the avenue of elm trees leading to the College. By early
1980 much of the hedge had died. New plants were struck from the
remaining bushes and have been used to restore the hedge.

THE TERRACE AND PINK PARFAIT ROSES
The terrace surrounding the College building has been built
over the years with hard labour by the grounds staff. On the northern
edge of the front terrace is a line of splendid pink parfait roses which
enhance the view of the College from Mossman Street for most of
Spring through to Autumn.
THE EASTERN ROSE GARDEN
There are approximately 250 roses in the eastern garden which was commenced by Fred Dye in 1930.
In all there are about 500 rose bushes in the grounds surrounding the Teachers’ College building.
Most of the bushes have been replaced over the years although many are decades old. The trellises
were originally wooden but replaced in the 1970s with the present metal structures. Note the fine
rhododendrons and camellias against the eastern wall.
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THE ARMIDALE GAOL UNDERGROUND WELL
This well is entirely covered and is located near the
north-eastern corner of the building.

THE EAST BLOCK
The East Block was built in 1959 with tutorial rooms and office
to cater for the growing number of students and staff.
Later itwas used entirely for staff offices.
THE SOUTHERN OLD ROSE GARDEN
This was planted between 1981 and 1983 replacing a photinia hedge. Until then, the
main rose collection had consisted primarily of 20th Century bush and climbing roses.
The northern bed was planted with American and Asian species and also shows the
development of the modern bush rose from the early China roses. The southern bed
contains Japanese and old European roses.
THE SOUTHERN TERRACE AND LAWNS
This area was mainly developed during the 1950s, 60s and 70s. Fred Dye planted the
magnificent Lombardy poplars and Pin oaks along the circular College roadway and
also the large Himalayan pine (deodar) near the south-western corner of the building.
He also planted the avenue of Silver poplars along Kentucky Street. The beautiful grove
of Pistacia trees on the southern lawn is a memorial to the first Vice-Principal, C.P.
(Clarrie) Gould which provided the inspiration to plant avenues of Pistacia trees along
many Armidale streets. The rockery near the Library (now the Heritage Centre) was
established by Ned McCann in the 1960s using huge sheets of exfoliated granite from
Tilbuster. Graduation ceremonies for the Armidale College of Advanced Education
were held on the southern lawns in the 1970s and 1980s.
THE NEW LIBRARY
The new library was built in 1976 to cater for the rapidly expanding
population and new fields of study. The building is now the University of New
England Heritage Centre housing the University of New England and Regional
Archives, some Regional Archives, the New England Heritage Resources Centre
and other Collections.
SHOVELS
Students were requested to dig air raid shelters for the college in World War 11.
A national shortage of steel meant that shovels were unavailable and wooden shovels
were made by staff and students for the job. These shovels were later sold to the Royal
Botanic Gardens in Sydney.
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THE WESTERN SHRUBBERY
North of the Library is an area known as the Fred Dye Shrubbery which contains many interesting trees and
shrubs including Australian natives. Dominating the area are two huge eucalypts, the larger a Tasmanian Blue
Gum; note also the Kurrajong trees. Near the gate behind the Principal’s Residence is a Bunya pine, Deodars,
Cotoneasters and Japonicas, most of which are closely clipped in a quasi-Japanese style.

THE FRED DYE MEMORIAL POND AND FOUNTAIN
This pool is in memory of Frederick T. Dye, Head Gardener of the
College, 1930-1954, who first created the beauty you see around you.
The original circular pool was replaced in 197 1 by the present beautiful
pool designed by Alan Sutherland and constructed by Ned Mccann and his
gardening staff. The walls and paths are surfaced with slate from the Gara
River near the Grafton Road crossing.

THE PRINCIPAL’S RESIDENCE
The Principal’s residence was built at the same time, in the
same style, as the main College building and in matching
materials. It was occupied by the first three Principals, C.B.
Newling, G.W. Bassett and G.W. Muir.

THE ROYAL VISIT
The College was a magnificent setting for a garden party held
by the City of Armidale to host Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,
Prince Phillip and Princess Anne in April 1970.
THE FOUNDATION STONES
The two Foundation Stones at the front of the building were laid
by the Premier, The Hon. Thomas R. Bavin and the Minister for
Education, The Hon. David H. Drummond on 2 November 1929.

THE MEMORIALS
The Memorials in the College grounds are dedicated to the work of many individuals and groups. The
Memorial at the head of the Elm Avenue driveway is composed of granite stones from the Armidale Gaol
and commemorates the first fifty years of decentralised Tertiary Education in New South Wales, 1928-1978.
Opposite are two small plaques which commemorate Bob Bracken and honour the work of all house
and ground staff. The sundial immediately in front of the College is in memory of former student, staff
member and Principal, Paul Lamb. It was dedicated by Dr Lionel Gilbert OAM on 9 March 2003. The
Latin inscription reads: ‘When time is no more, then only shall I die a renowned and learned man’.
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